
3rd Grade School Talk 
 

The objective of the 3rd grade school talk is to teach your child’s class how fire and 
smoke behave inside a home, and how to get out of the home when there is a fire. 
 

Since many fires happen while people are sleeping, we will discuss the importance of 
having a working smoke detector and how to exit the home when the smoke detector 
activates due to a fire. We show how to make a home fire escape plan and discuss the 
importance of having a meeting place for the family once outside. 
 

The actions we taught your child to take if a smoke detector activates at night are: 
• Roll out of bed (smoke could be above you) 
• Feel bedroom door for heat. 

o If it is hot – DON’T open it 
o If it is not hot – Open a little and peek out 

• If there is no visible fire or not much smoke – Crawl out of the house. While 
temperatures at the ceiling level of a home with a fire may be well over 500 
degrees, the temperature at floor level could still be less than 100 degrees. 
Eventually, the temperatures at the ceiling level will reach approximately 2000 
degrees, so it is important for them to move quickly. 

• Once outside – Go to designated family meeting place. Do not re-enter home. 
Parents can replace a toy, but they can’t replace you! 

• If they are unable to leave the bedroom due to smoke or fire – Open their 
bedroom window and let parents/firefighters know they are there. 
 

The question usually comes up on whether they need to jump from a second floor 
window if they only saw smoke and no fire. We stress that they need to make sure they 
can open their window to let parents and firefighters know they are there. They will only 
need to jump if fire gets into their bedroom. 
 

We then showed how to create a home fire escape plan by drawing a floor plan of their 
house, or at least of the floor where their bedroom is, and show two ways out of every 
room. We leave it up to the teacher on whether your child will need to hand in a 
completed escape plan. We encourage your family to practice the escape plan. 
 

The Tusculum Volunteer Fire Department is committed to responding to your needs 
should your home ever have a fire. We also are committed to preventing fire, when 
possible, to protect our residents from potential injury and loss of property. We feel our 
elementary school talk program is a step in this direction, and we are happy to provide 
this service. 


