Pre-K & Kindergarten School Talk

This is the beginning of your child’s fire safety education. We start by explaining how
fires happen, which basically comes down to “stuff that can burn if it gets too close to
stuff that gets hot”. We use pictures of household items that can burn, along with
pictures of where the item belongs and heat sources found in the home. We then ask
where the item would be safest. Our goal with this exercise is to give your child a basic
understanding of how to be fire safe.

Two of the heat source pictures used are of a book of matches and a lighter. The
National Fire Protection Association, in their Playing with Fire report dated 5/1/2021,
reported that: “In 2014-2018, municipal fire departments in the US responded to an
estimated 8,100 structure fires each year that were caused by playing with fire” and that
“Children were responsible for the vast majority of the incidents”. Because of this, we
explained to the students that matches and lighters are tools, not toys. We then use the
pictures of the matches and lighter, along with other pictures of tools and toys, and ask
the students to identify what is a tool and what is a toy.

Within the category of stuff that burns is your child’s clothes. We next showed your
child what to do if their clothes were to catch on fire; STOP - DROP - ROLL. We
explained that we don’t want them to get burned, so they need perform STOP - DROP
—ROLL immediately, and not run around.

Lastly, the book No Dragons for Tea was read to the class. The story is about a girl

who invites a dragon to her house for tea. When the dragon sneezes, it accidentally
starts a fire in the girl’s home. While the girl knows what to do, the dragon makes
common mistakes like trying to hide instead of escaping, then trying to re-enter the
home after getting out. We then discussed the book and why your child should act like
the girlin the story did, and not the dragon.

The Tusculum Volunteer Fire Department is committed to responding to your needs
should your home ever have a fire. We also are committed to preventing fire, when
possible, to protect our residents from potential injury and loss of property. We feel our
elementary school talk program is a step in this direction, and we are happy to provide
this service.



